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PYP planner





Planning the inquiry





Class/grade: Kindergarten			Age group: 5-6


School: 	 CIS			School code:


Title:  How We Organize Ourselves


Teacher(s):  Gaby Escobedo


Date: 2015-2016


Proposed duration: number of hours over number of weeks





1.  What is our purpose?


To inquire into the following:


transdisciplinary theme  How we organize ourselves


An inquiry into the interconnectedness of human-made systems and communities; the structure and function of organizations; societal decision-making; economic activities and their impact on humankind and the environment.





Central idea  


A society requires parameters in order to function effectively.





Summative assessment task(s):


What are the possible ways of assessing students’ understanding of the central idea? What evidence, including student-initiated actions, will we look for?


Assessment:  teacher observation, to include anecdotal records; children’s work samples (similar to products in a portfolio); journals


Evidence:  


Student is able to understand classroom routine;


Proper usage of materials, 


Practical life materials.  


Lead class in calendar; 


Provide implications of violating class rules. 


Thinking time chair.


Describe day class routine or home routine


Scketch your day at school


Explain class rules























2.  What do we want to learn?


What are the key concepts (form, function, causation, change, connection, perspective, responsibility, reflection) to be emphasized within this inquiry?


Responsibility, function


What lines of inquiry will define the scope of the inquiry into the central idea?


We choose to organize society in different ways.


Society has rules


Society rules are created to meet the needs of its members





What teacher questions/provocations will drive these inquiries?


What  rules govern our behavior?


What are behaviors in our mission statement?  IB


What are examples, non-example of these? 


How is our school system like our class ?  


How is the community system like our class?


In the school?  In the community?
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4.  How best might we learn?


What are the learning experiences suggested by the teacher and/or students to encourage the students to engage with the inquiries and address the driving questions?


Initial weaving of a group web by a seated circle of students introducing themselves and then rolling ball of yarn to another student, to emphasize the kindergarten class constitutes a population. 


Circle time ( students comments as we inquiry )


In-school visits to see that all classes have a similar routine, only at diff. levels.


IProvide interview model (I.D. interview questions) and have students interview each other prior to interview.  


Change order of class schedule and see if students can reorder it.


Have students show how to use classroom materials


Have students play loteria de valores and describe the actions in cards.


What opportunities will occur for transdisciplinary skills development and for the development of the attributes of the learner profile?


Learner profile trait of being principled will be emphasized.Interview write-up would emphasize org. rules.


Bingo game Valores, pictorial input chart, observation charts.





3.  How might we know what we have learned?


This column should be used in conjunction with “How best might we learn?”


What are the possible ways of assessing students’ prior knowledge and skills?  What evidence will we look for?


Have students describe their daily routines, focusing on chores and responsibilities they have at home.


Introduce calendar routine and compare with what they’ve previously known, noting similarities/differences between that of class and preschool, for example..


Students are able to follow the class routine (minimal teacher supervision) Leaving backpack and lunch box, sit in circle read a book, while in circle be quiet and listen in proper position while lesson is behing delivered.


What are the possible ways of assessing student learning in the context of the lines of inquiry?  What evidence will we look for?


Through brainstorming mission statement, look for ways students come up with desired and undesired behaviors.  


Identify rules for brainstorming (all responses acceptable).  Steer students to group similar examples under headings, i.e., Golden Rule.  Help them realize they don’t have to specify every non-example, but can refer back to rule criteria.


Through monitoring responsibilities of snack l, assess student ability to plan, deliver, and organize clean-up of snack.


Reproduce class phisical organization.




















5.  What resources need to be gathered?


What people, places, audio-visual materials, related literature, music, art, computer software, etc, will be available?


Literature should include examples of how things run when organized and disorganized, as well as transitions from one system to another.  For example, opening literature might include Froggie Goes to School and The Kissing Hand to help kids transit from home to school, as they learn different organizational rules.  Everybody Works provides examples of community jobs, as well as familiar songs such as, “I’ve been Working on the Railroad”.  Author Robin Nelson has a series of non-fiction books on rules (Following Rules, Being Responsible, etc.).  The Day that Leo said “I Hate You” might provide a non-example. Goldie locks story ( making good choices ) that will affect our class.


How will the classroom environment, local environment, and/or the community be used to facilitate the inquiry?


The classroom will serve as a place where students may interview personnel.  The local environment and/or community can be explored through field trips as students study different organizational systems.
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6.  To what extent did we achieve our purpose?


Assess the outcome of the inquiry by providing evidence of students’ understanding of the central idea. The reflections of all teachers involved in the planning and teaching of the inquiry should be included.


The assessments was designed by teacher’s Observations a anacdotal record and pictures, observation charts and big book ( teacher created)





How you could improve on the assessment task(s) so that you would have a more accurate picture of each student’s understanding of the central idea.


Frequent review of rules and classroom routines during circle time 








What was the evidence that connections were made between the central idea and the transdisciplinary theme?


Students are able to know and understand the imporantce of the class routine. The proper use of the materials and be able to make a wise choce during self seleccition. 


Pictures of students using materials.











7.  To what extent did we include the elements of the PYP?


What were the learning experiences that enabled students to:


Develop an understanding of the concepts identified in “What do we want to learn?”


Show students that through the proper use of materials they were able to master a lesson and use the materials in different ways for exploration.


Demonstrate the learning and application of particular transdisciplinary skills?


This unit will have an application in a transdiciplinary theme who we are, when we talk about friends and family.


This was the first unit I thaught during our summer academy2009-2010 and school year 2010-2011





Develop particular attributes of the learner profile and/or attitudes?


In each case, explain your selection.


Curiosity, respect, confidence.
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 9.  Teacher notes











8.  What student-initiated inquiries arose from the learning?


Record a range of student-initiated inquiries and student questions and highlight any that were incorporated into the teaching and learning.








At this point teachers should go back to box 2 “What do we want to learn?” and highlight the teacher questions/provocations that were most effective in driving the inquiries.








What student-initiated actions arose from the learning?


Record student-initiated actions taken by individuals or groups showing their ability to reflect, to choose and to act.
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