CORRALES INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
5500 Wilshire Blvd. NE
[image: image1.jpg]


Albuquerque, NM 87113
[image: image1.jpg]

Dear CIS Families:

Corrales International School is dedicated to ensuring a safe and supportive learning environment for all students. We recognize that in any school, the potential exists for bullying to occur. We take this potential quite seriously, and we have policies and procedures in place that ensure that each report of alleged bullying is investigated and acted upon by school staff and administration.

I encourage you to refer to the CIS Family Handbook, which can be found on the CIS website, corralesis.org . I have highlighted in this letter the definition of bullying, including cyber bullying for your immediate reference. These definitions of bullying will help all of us have a clear understanding of the difference between conflict and bullying.   I encourage you to review the definition of bullying with your children as a family.

Any instances of bullying need to be reported to me, the Head of School or the teacher.  The bullying reporting will be handled anonymously and any documentation or other evidence that can be used to address the issue, should be brought forward immediately.
Students found to be bullying other students physically, verbally, or in writing will be suspended from school and may be expelled from CIS if bullying behaviors continue.

BULLYING- Is an act or gesture that is verbal, written or physical or any combination thereof directed at an individual that:

a. Causes physical or emotional harm to the student or damage to the student’s property.
b. Places the student in reasonable fear of harm to himself/herself or of damage to his/her property.
c. Creates an intimidating, threatening, hostile, or abusive educational environment for the student.

d. Infringes on the rights of the student to participate in school activities; or materially and substantially disrupts the education process or the orderly operation of a school.

e. The aggression is repeated on more than one occasion and can include: physical, verbal, emotional, racial, sexual, written, electronic, damage to property, social exclusion, and/or intimidation.
f. The expression, physical act or gesture may include, but is not limited to, an incident or incidents that may be reasonably perceived as being motivated by characteristics such as: Race, color, religion, ancestry, national origin, gender, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression or mental, physical, or sensory disability, intellectual ability or by any other distinguishing characteristic.

CYBER-BULLYING- Bullying through the use of technology or any electronic communication, which shall include, but not be limited to, any transfer of signs, signals, writing, images, sounds, data, texting or intelligence of any nature transmitted in whole or in part by a wire, radio, electromagnetic, photo electronic or photo optical system, including, but not limited to, electronic mail, Internet communications, instant messages or facsimile communications.

Forms of cyber-bullying may include but are not limited to:

a. The creation of a web page or blog in which the creator assumes the identity of another person;
b. The knowing impersonation of another person as the author of posted content or messages; or
c. The distribution by electronic means of a communication to more than one person or the posting of materials on an electronic medium that may be accessed by one or more persons, if the creation, impersonation, or distribution results in any of the conditions enumerated in clauses (a) to (f) of the definition of bullying.

Location/Context of Bullying
Corrales International School considers bullying, or behavior that displays the characteristics of bullying, which occurs in a digital or cyber environment the same as bullying occurring in a traditional or physical environment.  Corrales International School therefore prohibits bullying in a digital or cyber environment by all members of the school community with the use of district technology or personal electronic devices whether on or off campus.  Those who encourage bullying in a digital or cyber environment may be subject to corrective action.   Corrales International School may take corrective action if a member of the school community has committed an act of bullying in a digital or cyber environment outside of school and that act of bullying leads to the disruption of a safe, respectful and fear-free environment for another member of the school community.

I am asking all families to monitor their child’s access to technology and the internet.   Some of our students are being bullied by other students through text messages, blogs, Instagram, Facebook posts, etc.   Please support our school’s approach to online safety and ensure that your child is not uploading or adding images, video, sounds or text that could upset or offend any member of the school community.  Please discuss with your son or daughter the hurt that can be caused and also encourage them to tell you if they are aware of anyone bullying/cyberbullying.   The following website http://www.stopbullying.gov/cyberbullying/how-to-report/  further discusses ways to report cyberbullying and the legal implications of cyberbullying.

In reviewing the safety pages of the HELP section on Facebook.com state: https://www.facebook.com/safety/groups/law/   

· Children under 13. Children under 13 years old are not permitted access to Facebook. In addition, parents of children 13 years and older should consider whether their child should be supervised while using Facebook.

· Creating an account on Facebook requires providing some personal information. If a child under 13 sets up a Facebook account they must be providing false information. This is against Facebook’s Statement of Rights and Responsibilities. Facebook, therefore, provides a link by which the accounts of underage users can be deleted.

I want to reiterate the need for parents and guardians to review all social media sites and internet use of your child/children.   I recommend that you check computers, phones, iPads, iPhones, iPods, etc., and check their privacy settings and profiles for inappropriate postings and membership groups.




If you have questions please contact me at 344-9733 or by e-mail at diaz@corralesis.org.  

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter
Dr. Elsy Diaz
Head of School
Corrales International School
