
Corrales International School

Governing Council Regular Meeting 
5500 Wilshire Ave. NE
Albuquerque, NM 87113

February 11, 2015 – 5:00 p.m.

APPROVED MEETING MINUTES
A. Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 5:02 pm by GC Co-Chair, Stacy Blackwell.
B. Roll Call

Present were Stacy Blackwell, Doug Cox, Joe Lopez, Linda Parker, John Emerson, and Carl Grending.  Also present were CIS Head of School, Dr. Elsy Diaz, CIS SAC Chair Robin Yoder and Tara Armijo-Prewitt.  Yasine Armstrong arrived late.
Absent was Jennifer Salisbury.
C. Action Proposed – Adoption of agenda for February 11, 2015 meeting. 

Doug Cox moved to adopt the agenda for the February 11, 2015 meeting.  John Emerson seconded. Action approved. 
D. Action Proposed – Approval of minutes for January 15, 2015.
Joe Lopez moved to approve the minutes for the January 15, 2015 meeting. Doug Cox seconded. There was no opposition. John Emerson, Stacy Blackwell and Carl Grending abstained as they did not attend the January 15, 2015 meeting.  Action approved.
E. SAC Chair Report – Robin Yoder

Robin Yoder, CIS SAC chair reported that the cell phone policy was discussed during the January meeting and that during the February meeting the annual review of the family handbook began and a CIS Sun Protection Policy was approved. Robin Yoder further noted that the SAC members fully supported the Employee Preference Policy proposed for approval by the GC.
F. MYP Authorization Visit on February 23 -24, 2015.

Josh Ripp, CIS MYP Coordinator, reported that the IB site visit will be on February 23rd and 24th and detailed the agenda for the three visitors.  Josh Ripp reported that the visitors will meet with Dr. Diaz and the MYP teachers as well as CIS parents and GC members during the first day of their visit.  Dr. Diaz noted that there is an upcoming IB night on February 19th and encouraged GC members to attend.
G. Governing Council 
i) Discussion – Open Meetings Act Resolution
a) Action Proposed – Annual Approval of Open Meetings Act
Carl Grending moved to approve the CIS Open Meetings Act Resolution. Linda Parker seconded. There was no opposition. Action approved.
ii) Discussion – Conflict of Interest Resolution
a) Action Proposed – Annual Approval of Conflict of Interest Resolution
Carl Grending moved to approve the Conflict of Interest Resolution. Linda Parker seconded. There was no opposition. Action approved.

iii) Discussion – Volunteer Pledge for GC Members
a) Action Proposed – Annual Approval of Volunteer Pledge

Carl Grending moved to approve the Volunteer Pledge. Linda Parker seconded. There was no opposition. Action approved.

iv) Discussion – NMPSIA Annual Resolution for Part-Time Employees

a) Action Proposed – Annual Approval of NMPSIA Resolution for Part-Time Employees

Carl Grending moved to approve the Resolution for Part-Time Employees. Linda Parker seconded. There was no opposition. Action approved.

H. Finance 

i) Budget Update – Doug Cox, Treasurer 
a) Action Proposed – Vote on BARS
Doug Cox noted that there are 2 BARs to increase funds and 4 maintenance BARs to be approved. Linda Parker moved to approve BARs 39-44. Yasine Armstrong seconded. There was no opposition. Action approved. 
I. Head of School’s Report  – Dr. Elsy Diaz
i) Update on 2015 Lottery and Student Enrollment

Dr. Diaz reported that there are currently over 400 applications submitted for the upcoming CIS Enrollment Lottery for the 2014-2015 school year.  Dr. Diaz further reported that, as usual, the vast majority of applicants are for grades K and 6. Dr. Diaz that with current projections to have a 6th grade class of 20 students, the total enrollment would be at 262 students.
ii) Employee Preference Policy
Dr. Diaz recommended that the Council approve a policy allowing tertiary preference for dependents of half time employees of CIS in the CIS enrollment lottery modeled after the policy held since 2012 by the New Mexico International School and further noted that teachers working out of their residential districts are allowed by APS to enroll their dependents in the schools at which they work.  Dr. Diaz further noted that the risk appears minimal as the Federal guidance allows for an employee preference and NM State law does not prohibit it, while the benefits of adopting the policy include being a more competitive employer to attract and keep high quality teaching staff.  Dr. Diaz further reported that last year CIS offered two teaching positions to excellent candidates and that those teachers chose to decline in favor of accepting positions at schools that already had such a policy in place. Yasine Armstrong noted that CIS and the GC invest significantly in CIS teachers and the IB program and that the potential damage to the overall program could be significant if CIS is unable to maintain or attract excellent staff.  Linda Parker and Stacy Blackwell both voiced agreement with Yasine Armstrong’s statements.
a) Action Proposed – Vote on the Employee Preference Policy
Linda Parker moved to adopt the Employee Preference Policy. Yasine Armstrong seconded. 

John Emerson stated that he felt unsure and so voted in opposition. Joe Lopez voted in opposition citing concern for potential risk. Carl Grending voted in opposition. Doug Cox , Stacy Blackwell, Linda Parker and Yasine Armstrong all voted in favor of adopting the Employee Preference Policy. The motion was approved with a 4 to 3 vote.  Jennifer Salisbury was not present.
J. Closed Session- Personnel Matter
Linda Parker moved that the Governing Council convene to closed session as authorized by of the personnel matters exception of the Open Meetings Act, NMSA 78, 10-15-1 (H)(2) to discuss limited personnel matters. Yasine Armstrong seconded. A roll call vote was taken, with no opposition noted. Closed session was entered at 6:05 pm.

Stacy Blackwell requested roll call confirmation that the only matters discussed in closed session were those set forth in the approved agenda. Stacy Blackwell, Yasine Armstrong, Linda Parker, Carl Grending, John Emerson and Joe Lopez agreed. Jennifer Salisbury was not present.
K. Public Comment: There was no member of the public present.
L. Other Business/ GC Member Comment:  This is an opportunity for any GC member to make a comment. 
M. The next regular meeting of the Governing Council will be on  March 11, 2015 at 5:00 pm and will take place at Corrales International School, 5500 Wilshire Ave. NE, Albuquerque, NM 87113
N. Adjournment
Linda Parker moved to adjourn.  John Emerson seconded. The meeting was adjourned at 6:55pm.

